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Occurrence characteristics, development status, and prospect of deep high-temperature
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ABSTRACT The geothermal resource has some advantages in energy-saving and emission-reduction. They include enormous
reserves, high energy utilization efficiency, and low-cost operation and have played an important role in achieving the targets of carbon
peak and carbon neutrality as the only renewable-clean energy on the planet that is not affected by weather and seasons. A systematical
analysis of the developing courses and new progress of foreign countries’ middle-deep high-temperature geothermal resources was
carried out to analyze the occurrence characteristics and development status of high-temperature geothermal resources. Furthermore, in
comparison to the development of high-temperature geothermal resources in China, several suggestions which may provide a reference
for the utilization of middle-deep geothermal resources in China are put forward for the actual demands. Conventional hydrothermal
geothermal resources in China generally have mature power technology and significant potential. However, in comparison to the total
resources, geothermal resources in China have a low development degree and significant development potential. Significantly, a variety

of rare mineral resources are associated with geothermal fluids in China, but some issues exist in the development of the associated
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mineral resources in high-temperature geothermal fluids, such as unclear trace element distribution and development potential, resulting
in a low level of resource development. Consequently, based on the potential evaluation of the associated mineral resources,
comprehensive utilization of the associated mineral resources in deep geothermal fluids should be strengthened. High-temperature heat
harm has become a significant problem as engineering construction in the high-temperature geothermal area has advanced, and the
mining depth of mineral resources has gradually increased. The high-temperature heat harm not only has a serious impact on the health
of workers but also impedes the construction process and raises costs. However, the resource attribute of high-temperature heat harm, on
the other hand, has received little attention. Hence, there is relatively little research on the “resource utilization of heat energy” in deep
mines and engineering construction, resulting in the waste of geothermal resources. Based on the potential evaluation of “heat harm
resources,” more attention should be paid to the utilization of “heat harm resources” in engineering construction and “ore-thermal co-
mining” in deep mines, as well as actively developing high-temperature heat harm resource utilization technology. In general, more
attention should be paid to the development of China’s middle-depth geothermal resources. The development of an enhanced geothermal
system based on conventional hydrothermal geothermal resources could be more effective. Furthermore, geothermal resource utilization
should not be limited to geothermal fluid; associated mineral resources and high-temperature heat-harm resources have enormous
resource potential as well.

KEY WORDS geothermal resources in middle and deep layers; hydrothermal type; EGS; rare metals; resource utilization of heat harm
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Table1 World’s typical “conventional hydrothermal” high-temperature geothermal power plants
. Reservoir . Installed Start
Name Country Location temperature/C Type Medium capacity/ MW date Status Remarks
. . The oldest geothermal
Larderello Ttaly Tuscany 350 Magmatic type Dry steam 769 1913 Ongoing power plant
Wairakei New Zealand Pauto, North 266 Modern Wet steam 140 1958  Ongoing The first wet steam
Island volcanic type geothermal power plant
. . . . The first geothermal power

Gaithers America  Sonoma, CA 250 Magmatic type Dry steam 200 1960  Ongoing plant in America

o S Albay . . The largest geothermal power
Tiwi Philippines Province 315 Magmatic type Wet steam 330 1979  Ongoing plant in the Philippines
. Hell’s Gate Modern . The largest geothermal power
Olkaria Kenya National Park 235 volcanic type Hot water 727 1981  Ongoing plant in Africa

Hellisheidi  Iceland Henger >230 Mo@em Hot water 303 2006  Ongoing The largest £¢ othermal power

volcanic type  and steam plant in Iceland

Pasirwangi
Darajat Indonesia District, garut,  225-245 Moc}em Dry steam 255 2007  Ongoing The second—largest geothemal
volcanic type power plant in Indonesia
West Java
Tapanuli Utara

Sarulla Indonesia North Sumatra >250 Mo@em Hot water 330 2017  Ongoing The largest geotherma} power

province volcanic type plant in Indonesia
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B2 VU A Hb B R F Sl 2 AL AE i B IR 2289 MW,
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i IRE T, PR T IE R R R Iy, B S
120 Z4EHL, RSB T 6 JEH AR k. AR
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Fig.1  Top 10 countries with the most installed geothermal power
capacity in 2015-2020
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